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In Social Partnership with  
Thirsk Community Care FREE

Thirsk Falcons new equipment store

Read about Thirsk Falcons in this 
week's Tucker Talks page 6 plus read 
about Thirsk Falcons Trophy surprise 
on page 2.

www.moverleyskiphire.co.uk
info@moverleyskiphire.co.uk

All Sizes of Skips
Fast, Reliable Service
Recycling Your Waste
Licensed Tipping Facilities
Wait and Load Service
Reclaimed Building Materials
Crushed Rubble

Suppliers of: 
 Heating Oil 

 AGA Additives 

 Boiler Additives 

Run Out of Fuel! 
Don’t Worry 

20 Litre Drums of Heating Oil 
Available to Collect  

HG5 0RB 

01423 396789 
www.yorkshireoils.co.uk 

andrew@yorkshireoils.co.uk 

Mark Hopkins Est 1988

YORKSHIRE  
LANDSCAPES LTD

PATIOS • DRIVES • KEY BLOCK PAVING
STONE & BRICK WALLING • SUNKEN GARDENS

TREE SURGEON • PONDS • TURFING
LOW MAINTENANCE GARDENS BUILT

GREEN OAK PERGOLAS

GARDENS DESIGNED
TEL: 01347 868466 OR 01845 597001
E-mail: hopkins@yorkshirelandscapesltd.co.uk

MARK 
FAIRWEATHER

 GROUNDWORKS LTD
Driveways Concreting

Paths & Patios 
Garden Alterations

Drainage Foundations
Demolition 

7.5 Ton - 360˚ Digger / 1.6 Ton - Mini 
360˚ Digger

7 Ton - 180˚ Digger 
Dumpers from 1 Ton to 4 Ton 

½ Ton Single Drum Vibrating Roller
3 Ton Twin Drum Vibrating Roller

All commercial, Agricultural & Domestic 

Clive House, Brafferton, 
Helperby. York 

YO61 2PQ 
MOB: 07974435353
TEL: 01423 360418

Company Reg: 7039826

Antique and Collectables Auction
Saturday 25th July @ 10am

Roxby Business Park York Road Easingwold YO61 3FS

01347 821379 or 07889297396

A collection of over 1050 lots 
interesting Antiques collected from 

throughout North Yorkshire
Viewing by appointment only 

View and bid online at www.thesaleroom.com 
 new to Summersgills www.easyliveauctions.com

BID ONLINE,  BY PHONE AND COMMISSION BIDS

NORTH YORKSHIRE

CUNDALL MANOR

enquiries@yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk 
www.yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk  

07789 637945

Holidays with

Welcome to Yorkshire VW Camper hire

Yorkshire Yorkshire VWVW
Camper HireCamper Hire

enquiries@yorkshirevwen uiries@ orkshirev

HAPPY DAYS with Lola!!

Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen 
Campervan is the ideal way to explore Campervan is the ideal way to explore 
all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning 
countryside, historic and beautiful countryside, historic and beautiful 
cities, market towns, quaint villages and cities, market towns, quaint villages and 
breathtaking coastline.breathtaking coastline.

Whether you plan to have an action Whether you plan to have an action 
packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are 
sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and 
freedom that a campervan has to offer. freedom that a campervan has to offer. 
Who needs a timetable when you have Who needs a timetable when you have 
some of the most stunning sites in the some of the most stunning sites in the 
British Isles at your  ngertips.British Isles at your  ngertips.

Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, 
walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby 
Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the 
stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to 
offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to 
a festival and have somewhere cool to a festival and have somewhere cool to 
stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or 
Honeymoon, or take your loved one out Honeymoon, or take your loved one out 
for an evening to celebrate that special for an evening to celebrate that special 
occasion; the choice is yours.occasion; the choice is yours.

We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out 
of Scarborough which is an ideal location to of Scarborough which is an ideal location to 
start your adventures.start your adventures.

We specialise in classic VW camper hire in 
the North Yorkshire Moors, Yorkshire Wolds 
and East Coast area. 

Yorkshirevwcamperhire            @retrocamper

PTO to read 

about weddings 

with Lola

= Includes an additional ‘Relaxed 
Performance’ on 5th August at 2.00 pm.  
Specially adapted for people with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders.  See overleaf.

Music and lyrics by STEPHEN SCHWARTZ.  
Book by JOHN CAIRD

This amateur production is presented by 
arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on 

behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK.

4th, 5th= & 6th August 2016
7.30 pm (Sat. Matinee 2.00 pm)

Tickets: From £12

YESOS Youth Musical Theatre presents
a musical from the creator of Wicked and Godspell

01737 276500
www.harlequintheatre.co.uk

Supporting: 

One of THE
TOUGHEST 

adventure 
rides in 

the UK

22nd-24th June 2018
www.yorkshiretruegrit.co.uk

C
ycling Plus

STAND C7.1
BIGGER  •  BETTER  •  STRONGER

DEALS
at BETA International 2018

GET IT AT

RED
GORILLA

DEALS VALID UNTIL END JAN 2018

BathroomsAllerton Park, the perfect accommodation for 
wedding party guests of Allerton Castle weddings

Due to the Coronavirus we are offering 
limited print essentials such as flyers, 
letterheads, posters, business cards, 

invoice ncr pads, etc. please email your 
requirements to: info@ghsmith.com

We are 

to fully

Re-Open

Thursday 

2nd July

STAY 
SAFE 

Keep Your 
Distance
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Help create Hospice rainbow
The St Leonard’s Hospice Rainbow 

of Ribbons will be making a welcome 
return for the 7th year this July, and 
will be more poignant than ever.

We are inviting you to come together 
to remember loved ones, celebrate 
birthdays, anniversaries, births or to 
thank our friends and neighbours for 
being there for us. Dedicate a ribbon 
in a colour of your choice, write your 
message and then make a donation 
to support patient care at St Leonard’s 
Hospice. Hospice staff and volunteers 
will then handwrite all of the ribbons 
ready for display.

Throughout July the Hospice will 
be displaying hundreds of ribbons at 
the front of the Hospice on Tadcaster 
Road, at Selby Abbey and in the 
Market Place in Easingwold. For the 
first time, there is also the option to 
add your ribbon instead to the virtual 
display on the Hospice website. This 
means that whatever circumstances 
we find ourselves in, or wherever in 
the world you are, you can visit the 

display whenever you wish to, and can 
search for your ribbon.

We will also send you a specially 
designed Rainbow of Ribbons card 
if you would like one, which you can 
keep as a reminder of your loved one, 
your reason to celebrate or to send as 
a thank you to someone.

Sue Edwards, in memory and legacy 
fundraiser at the Hospice, said “This 
is a lovely way to celebrate people 
who have added colour to your life. 
The beautiful display of multi-coloured 
ribbons will be a touching reminder 
of all those we have loved and are no 
longer with us, and the people we are 
grateful to have in our lives now. You 
will also be supporting the work of St 
Leonard’s Hospice.”

Colours available are red, yellow, 
pink, green, purple, orange, blue and 
white. If you would like to dedicate a 
ribbon online you can do so by visiting 
the website or calling Sue Edwards at 
the York office.

HAMBLETON HAILS SAFE 
& SUCCESSFUL HIGH 
STREET COME BACK

Hambleton high streets have seen a 
successful and safe first week back 
in business following the COVID-19 
crisis. 

Non-essential shops, cafes and 
other businesses opened their doors 
to customers on Monday in line with 
government guidance, following a 
twelve-week unprecedented national 
lockdown. 

In the lead up to Monday, 
Hambleton District Council (HDC) in 
partnership with the county council, 
town and parish councils and local 
business networks, carried out much 
preparation work to make sure all 
appropriate measures were taken so 
both residents and visitors shopping, 
eating, drinking and socialising in our 
towns could do so safely. 

Signage and floor markings were put 
in place, pinch points identified, and 
traffic management measures taken, 
so those using our town could do so as 
logically, easily and most importantly, 
as safely as possible.

Businesses across our towns 
were all provided with posters and 
floor stickers as part of HDC’s Enjoy 
Hambleton Safely campaign to help 
them make their business a COVID 
safe environment for both staff and 
customers.

Both Thirsk and Northallerton 
markets saw adjustments to their 
layout to allow for social distancing 
with posters and signage in place. 
The high street was closed to traffic in 
Northallerton on market day to allow 
for more space for both shoppers and 
traders to move around safely. Both 
markets were a huge success with 
many shoppers coming along to shop, 
enjoy browsing and to catch up with 
friends. 

Going forward HDC will be closely 
monitoring the use of our high 
streets and reviewing and improving 
measures where necessary, with 
safety continuing to be our priority. We 
will also be continuing to offer support 
and assistance to businesses on a 
continuous basis during the recovery 
period.   

Graham Bell, Manager of the 
Northallerton Business Improvement 
District, said: “It’s wonderful to see 
more and more businesses opening 
their doors again during a busy week 
of trading. Everyone is making huge 
efforts to make customers feel safe 
and stores are working particularly 
hard to ensure hygiene and social 
distancing guidelines are fully 
respected.”  

Leader of HDC, Mark Robson said 
“What a great week for Hambleton – 
I’ve spent time in a few of our towns 
this week and what I’ve see is heart-
warming. All the new social distancing 
guidance is being followed, people are 

quickly getting used to the necessary 
adjustments on the high street and 
have really come together as a 
community to make sure everyone 
can enjoy Hambleton safely.

“Our high streets have been busy 
with a real buzz about them with 
plenty of shoppers keen to shop local 
and support our recovery and I’ve had 
much positive feedback about the high 
street experience from both shoppers 
and traders. Our response as both a 
council and a community this week 
has been a real reminder of the spirit, 
resilience and positivity that makes 
our district so special.  

“I am grateful to all our traders, 
business owners, residents and 
visitors for making the first week of 
our new normal on the high streets 
such a success. Please be reassured 
we will continue to work hard and 
innovatively to support our district in 
bouncing back from this crisis”.

CLA responds to Defra’s 
Tree Strategy

Defra’s long-awaited consultation 
on the Government Tree Strategy for 
England has been published.

Commenting on the report, CLA 
President Mark Bridgeman said: “We 
welcome Government’s plans to plant 
30,000 hectares of trees per year in 
the UK by 2025.

“Delivering this ambition will require 
a long-term plan for ramping up the 
whole woodland economy in England, 
including investment in the nursery 
stocks, skills and infrastructure 
needed to increase planting in 
the years ahead. This is a great 
opportunity, which should be seized 
as part of a sustainable economic 
recovery plan. As well as providing 
timber and wood products, forestry 
and woodlands deliver a range of 
public benefits depending on location 
and type, including locking up carbon, 
biodiversity, water regulation and 
health and well-being.

“In recent decades, the grants and 
incentives for woodland creation 
have simply not been sufficient to 
overcome the barriers to new planting. 
As a result, UK woodland creation 
has averaged around 10,000 hectares 
annually for the past 15 years, but 
most of this has been in Scotland. 
Only 1,400ha was planted in England 
in 2019, so it’s imperative we up our 
game.”

Mr Bridgeman added:
“For smaller-scale planting and 

woodland maintenance, Defra’s 
Environmental Land Management 
Scheme (ELMS) is an opportunity to 
get this right - properly designed it can 
provide incentives that actually deliver 
more trees and woodland on farms.

“Ultimately, Government should 
work with farmers and land managers 
to ensure the right trees are planted 
in the right place, whilst ensuring the 
right support is provided to develop 
a woodland economy that will create 
new markets and rural jobs and help 
with the ‘Green recovery’ post Covid-
19."

Appeal following 
commercial burglary in 

Baldersby
North Yorkshire Police is appealing 

for witnesses and information 
following a commercial burglary in 
Baldersby near Thirsk.

It happened between 8pm on 
Thursday 11 June and 6.45am 
on Friday 12 June 2020 when the 
following items were stolen:

• Two white Honda CRB125 
motorbikes

• A Yamaha R6 motorbike
• Two Honda generators
Following enquiries, one of the 

Honda motorbikes was in recovered 
in Middlesbrough last week however 
officers are still appealing for 
information about the burglary or 
whereabouts of the remaining items.

In particular, they would like to hear 
from anyone who has been offered a 

Thirsk Falcons  
Trophy Surprise

We were contacted by Amy 
Goldstraw via Facebook to tell us 
about one of the Thirsk Falcons 
coaches' who wanted to cheer up 
his team during lockdown and hand 
out their trophies to them personally. 
See Gareth's account in his own word 
below.

120 miles, 4,700ft of climbing, 10 
hours of cycling - all done over 2 days 
battling wind, sun, rain and probably 
been some snow in there somewhere 
too!

But it was all for a great cause!
Gaz Barber coach of our U9 blues 

(kindly sponsored by lLarchwood 
Care) decided he was going to 
cycle the whole route to deliver his 
team trophies to raise funds for an 
international trip for them next year!

Gaz said "I wanted to cheer up the 
11 little superstars I have in my team, 
they play some unbelievable football 
and I’m very proud to call them my 
team. They have developed so much 
this season they are great to watch 
and all fully deserve their trophies.

I very grateful to everyone for the 
messages of support also other 
Falcons players and everyone that 
clapped us coming into Dishforth and 
when I returned home.

A massive thanks to everyone who 
has donated I can’t wait to start 
looking at tournaments to take them 
to with the money raised, we raised 
far more than I could of imagined the 
kids will be over the moon"

What an amazing achievement! we 
can't wait to see the team back in 
action! 

120 MILE SPONSORED BIKE RIDE
I coach a team of young football 

players called Thirsk Falcons Blues 
Under 9s. We have been together 
now as a team for two seasons and 
the improvement that I have seen 
in this team is incredible.  They are 
all extremely committed and great 
friends. The players are unusually 

special because they have learnt at 
this young age that this isn't a game 
about individuals. 

Undoubtedly they are all brilliant 
individual players with their own 
unique talents, what makes this team 
so amazing is that they know how 
to work as a team and by doing so 
they play some amazing football. I 
genuinely believe that this team are 
capable of great things and I really 
want to give them the opportunity to 
test themselves against a different 
level of players and in a venue which 
will allow them to make some life-
lasting memories.  

I am raising money to help them 
achieve this goal of playing in a 
tournament abroad in Summer 2021. 
They are really missing their football 
and each other with all that is going 
on at the moment, I want to give them 
something amazing to look forward to 
next year. I am biking to each of the 
11 players' homes to present them 

with their trophies that they acheived 
this season.

Saturday 6th of June - starting at  
Northallerton to New Marske and back 
to Northallerton- 60+ miles on a road 
bike. Sunday 7th of June - starting at 
North Stainley To Sinderby, Thirsk, 
Dishforth, Ripon, Grewelthorpe and 
back to North Stainley - 55+ miles 
on a mountain bike. It's going to be 
great to see all the kids and their 
faces when I deliver their trophies. The 
trophies were voted for by the children 
so they have no idea who has won 
which trophy. If you feel you would 
like to sponsor me on my 120 mile 
bike journey (I'm a novice bike rider so 
this is definitely not something that I 
am undertaking lightly!), please let me 
know. All donations would be a huge 
help in the kids realizing their dream 
of playing abroad next summer and 
give them something to look forward 
to and a boost in these tough times. 

Gareth Barber 

motorbike or generator for sale under 
suspicious circumstances.

Anyone who witnessed suspicious 
activity in the area or has information 
is asked to email Graham.Truman@
northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk.

Alternatively, please call North 
Yorkshire Police on 101 quoting 
incident number 12200098788.

Teenagers Fighting at Chase Garth, Easingwold
Police received a report of an incident 

near Easingwold school shortly before 
10pm on Friday 19 June.

A member of the public reported that 
at around 9.30pm an assault occurred 
on a teenage girl, who was knocked 
to the ground and kicked by another 

teenage girl. The girls were believed 
to be in a group of around 20 other 
teenagers.

No victim has come forward to 
report an assault.
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I hope the readers found my previous 
article about “Scouting in lockdown” 
interesting and thought they might like 
to know how the Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts have continued their non face-
to-face Scouting since then. Whilst 
some aspects of the Government 
policy have changed including some 
children returning to school, non-
essential shops opening and isolated 
people enjoying closer contact with 
families there is still no sign of when 
face-to-face Scouting will return. 
However, this has not dampened the 
enthusiasm of our Leaders to maintain 
the spirit of Scouting through online 
activities.

I have some wonderful images to 
share with you with kind permission 
of parents of “Scouting in progress”

The first one is of Ian Jakulis who is 
the Cub Leader with 1st Easingwold 

Forest of Galtres Group wearing his 
glamorous outfit to host “Bagheera 
Bingo” for his cubs, Bagheera is 
his Cub Leader name. As many will 
know Cub Leaders and assistants 
will, as tradition, adopt the names of 
characters from the Jungle Book. 

Bagheera was a black leopard, (I 
wonder if that influenced the black 
shirt?) who serves as friend, protector 
and mentor to the "man-cub" Mowgli.

So, to some of the activities the Cubs 
have been undertaking.

Angus Proudley has been “doing 
himself proud” working on his home 
help badge

By completing the following tasks:

He planned and cooked a meal- 
veggie curry and then chocolate 
cheesecake. It was delicious!

He also washed up, loaded and 
unloaded the dishwasher, sorted the 
clothes and hung out the washing, 
then put them in wardrobes.

He ironed his cubs t- shirt and 

jumper. 
He learnt to sew on a button when 

he made a penguin.
He took the covers off his bed to get 

washed and then put them on again, 
made his bed all week.

Phew!
But it isn’t just Angus, both Ian 

and fellow Cub Leader Lisa Harrison 
(Akela – Leader of the pack) have 
been setting various challenging, 
imaginative and creative activities 
for Cubs each week and in some 
cases completing those which had 
started but not completed before the 
lockdown commenced.

Other activities include growing 
vegetables, hiking (in compliance 
with Government guidelines), keep 
fit, virtual escape rooms, creating a 
mode of transport and making balloon 
airships.

The Scouts have also been 
developing their culinary skills, 
Leader Charlotte Phillips led a cookery 
session by making Chicken Pilaf 
(Quorn version in the image). Some 
Scouts cooked for family and a few 
demonstrated their ability to cook it on 
open fires. All had a great night and 

asked to do more. 
To add to the ambience Scouts 

played guitar and banjo whilst 
the meals cooked. We were even 
serenaded with various instruments 
playing. Some parents joined in or 
supervised their children and there is 
great demand for a further session.

Kudos to all leaders who have 
managed to plan and run so many 
amazing activities whilst for some 
the additional challenge has been 
to develop their computer skills to 
facilitate it whilst adhering to the Scout 
Association rules in Safeguarding, and 
to the parents for assisting. 

Across at Huby 1st Moxby Moor 
continue to excel themselves with 

their various activities:
Gardening badge
The following have undertaken their 

gardening badge:
• Jack Langthorn
• Lily
• William Armistead
• Arthur banks
• Rowan Barnes
Cookery badge
• Jack Langthorn
• Lily
• William Armistead
• Rowan Barnes
Home help badge
• Rowan Barnes
• William Armistead

Many new skills are being learnt 
resulting in Rowan Barnes achieving 
his Digital Citizen badge by making 
face time call, learning about safety 
online and has made a film, an epic 
that deserves an award although no 
red carpet until the Covid restrictions 
are lifted.

Cub Leader Helen Ellis says “Rowan 
deserves a special mention as he has 
autism and despite his own challenges 
has excelled in his commitment to 
achieve a number of badges, well 
done all”.

Of course, they took time away from 
their work to clap for carers’. 

Pictured are Daniel Wilson and Tom 
Border with his sister Charlotte.

At this time of year the sections 

would have normally been enjoying 
outdoor activities with their friends 
including camping or sleepovers 
and whilst these events have been 
interrupted or postponed for a time the 
sections have not let this affect their 
opportunity for adventure by camping 
at home as you can see:

(Pictured) Fionn (cub) & John (Scout) 
Burns settling in for the night, or are 
they waking for breakfast?

Flossy Richie looking very cosy with 

bedtime reading at hand
Looks like Nathan Magrath put his 

Housekeeping skills to use before 
preparing his sleeping bag for his 
Harry Potter type adventure.

Many more activities are planned 
in the coming weeks for all Groups in 
the District.

We are now into the season for 
Annual General Meetings where the 
District and Groups reflect on the years 
achievements and look forward to the 
year ahead. The Covid-19 lockdown 
has brought many challenges to 

Scouting, as it has done for other 
charities and its future success is 
reliant on the dedicated leaders and 
other helpers associated. It is essential 
that there is a strong foundation to this 
support but sadly we find ourselves 
short of a couple of secretaries and a 
treasurer despite a number of appeals 
to support the District and Group 
executives who are trustees and meet 
on a quarterly basis. I cannot reiterate 
strongly enough the importance of 
this support for the leaders. If anyone 
would be interested in learning more 
about these or other posts please 
contact me dc.easingwold@nys.org.
uk 

I hope you have enjoyed finding out 
what we have been doing, I do hope 
to share more with you in the future.

Gary Roberts, District 
Commissioner

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Chapel Street, Easingwold, York, YO61 3AF.        
T: 01347 666505

•  Private Chapels of Rest
•  
•   24 hour help and advice service,  

365 days a year
•    

and run - Independent

•  Payment plans available

 

Easingwold Chapel available for services
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GALTRES CENTRE UPDATE
It is hoped that the Government will allow Leisure Centres to reopen soon.

Here at the Galtres Centre staff and volunteers have been working hard 
to prepare the facilities in readiness for this.

All the screens, notices, sanitizer stations etc. that you would expect are in place.

The Fitness Suite will operate with a reduced capacity for everyone’s safety.

We shall also be offering a temporary schedule of fitness classes.

Advance booking and payment will be required for ALL activities.

We look forward to welcoming you as and when further details are announced and a 
timescale is known.

All details will be on the Galtres Centre website: galtrescentre.weebly.com

The next printed issues will be 
Saturday 11th July 2020

Fire on Kirkgate Thirsk – Saturday 20th June 
Fire crews from Thirsk and 

Nothallerton attended reports of a fire 
alarm sounding and a smell of smoke 
in a property. On arrival crews found 
the property to be heavily smoke 
logged and after investigation found 
the smoke to be coming from a toilet 

roll and holder due to ash from a 
cigarette being dropped onto it. Crews 
used a hose reel jet, 2 breathing 
apparatus and a thermal imaging 
camera whilst at the incident.  

Photos by My Favourite Bench (@
MyFaveBench) twitter account.

COZIE
Friday saw COZIE youth club 

members handing out free cakes 
in the Market Square that they had 
baked for the Great Get Together 
Weekend.  The Great Get Together 
Weekend is motivated  by the sad 
murder of Jo Cox MP and celebrates 
the fact that “we have more in 
common than that which divides us”.  

Inspired words even  more relevant 
during the Covid pandemic which has 
seen the community pull together in a 
way Jo would approve. We are sure 
Jo would want to see this momentum 
maintained post Covid.

COZIE is grateful for the financial 
support of the Friends of St Monica’s 
and we are grateful to the COZIE youth 
members for their delicious cakes.

Thirsk Neighbours 
Celebrate Lottery Win
Two people in Thirsk were 

celebrating over the weekend after 
winning £1,000 each thanks to their 
lucky postcode.

The  neighbours netted the windfall 
when YO7 3NJ was announced as 
a Daily Prize winner with People’s 
Postcode Lottery on Saturday 20th 
June 2020.

People’s Postcode Lottery 
ambassador Danyl Johnson sent his 
well-wishes to the winners. He said: 
“What a fantastic surprise to get on the 
weekend! I’m sure it made their day 
and I hope they enjoy their winnings.”

A minimum of 32% of ticket sales 
goes directly to charities and players 
of People’s Postcode Lottery have 
raised over £500 million to date for 
thousands of good causes in Britain 
and beyond.

This draw was promoted by Save 
the Children which has received 
over £8.9 million in funding from the 
players of People’s Postcode Lottery. 
Save the Children connects parents, 
teachers, and childcare experts to 
build a brighter future for children 
across the UK. It works to give children 
the support they need from the very 
start of life.

Many good causes close to the 
winners have also benefitted from 
players’ support, and local charities 
can next apply for funding in August.

Astronomy in June 2020
Monthly notes on Astronomy and Space Exploration by Martin Whillock FRAS

THE NIGHT SKY IN SUMMER
Going out at night will reconnect you 

with nature. 
During June, July and August in the UK 

there are no dark nights, only twilight, so 
no need for torches.  Let your eyes get 
used to the light and you will see easily. 

Make a habit of checking weather 
forecasts for cloudless nights or just look 
up after sunset.  

There are wonderful things to see 
during summer nights. Here are few :

• Star gazing. If you know it’s going to be a cloudless night, wear warm 
clothes, organize an air bed or lounger, pick a spot in the garden where you 
can see a lot of sky. Go out, lie down and look up for at least 30 minutes as this 
is how long it takes for your night vision to activate. You will be amazed at the 
number of stars you will see. Avoid bright Moon nights because the Moonlight 
hides the stars. The best dates for star gazing will be June 18 to 24, July 18 to 
22 and August 16 to 21.   

• Constellations. Some find the starry sky confusing. The way to start finding 
your way around is to learn the shapes of the easiest constellations. In the 
summer the two clear ones are Cassiopeia and The Plough. 

• The International Space Station. To see the ISS look up into a dark clear 
sky to the South West at the right time. To get the time use the App Heavens 
Above or similar on a smart phone or tablet. Or visit spotthestation.nasa.gov on 
a computer. You must allow the App to know your location. The ISS looks like a 
bright star moving quite quickly from right to left, West to East.  Similar objects 
appear sometimes in various parts of the sky, with flashing lights - these are 
airplanes. The ISS is in orbit 408 Km (250 miles) above Earth, travelling at 7.66 
Km per second (17,000 miles per hour).

• The Belts of Venus. This fascinating vision of a blue hazy area along the 
horizon, with a pink haze above can be visible before dawn or after sunset. Look 
to the horizon opposite the dawn or sunset. The dark blue layer in the sky below 
the pink belt is Earth's shadow being cast onto the atmosphere. It is visible at 
sunrise or sunset but is more pronounced at sunset. It is best seen during the 
summer months, on clear and slightly hazy evenings.

• Noctilucent Clouds Look up in the West after sunset for Noctilucent Clouds. 
At 80 Km / 50 miles up, these are the highest clouds which can form and are 
made of ice crystals, and can be lit beautifully by the by the Sun after sunset. 

• The Moon. Always a treat in binoculars. It’s best when its seen as a crescent, 
look for the crinkly line inside the crescent, caused by sunlight shadows falling 
off the mountains. 

• ASTRONOMY PICTURE OF THE DAY “APOD” If you use a computer you can 
get a Space or Astronomy picture every day by signing up at https://apodemail.
appspot.com/ 

Visit https://apod.nasa.gov/apod/
archivepix.html To see the wonderful 
images they have been issuing daily 
since 1995.

Enjoy, and let me know what else 
you see when you got out star gazing !

ASK MARTIN Get in touch if you 
have any questions. Happy star 
gazing!

Martin Whillock FRAS  <nitram82@
whillock.me.uk>  tel 01347 821849

CLA responds to news 
that tourism businesses 

can reopen soon
On the news that tourism businesses 

can soon be reopened, Country Land 
and Business Association President 
Mark Bridgeman said:

“Tourism businesses will breathe a 
sigh of relief today and will be working 
tirelessly to ensure they are ready for 
the 4th July.

“Rural tourism businesses could see 
revenues fall by up to £17.6bn this 
year.  Now that restrictions are being 
lifted we are encouraging everyone to 
book their self-catering family holiday 
in the beauty and safety of the British 
landscape.

“We hope that people are looking 
forward to enjoying the tranquility and 
space that the rural and coastal areas 
have to offer and enjoy. There is 
nowhere better for a holiday than the 
Great British countryside.”

Mr Bridgeman added that further 
efforts are required by Government to 
support the tourism sector.

“In the UK, VAT on tourism 
businesses, at 20%, is far higher than 
in many other countries, including 
France (10%), Spain (10%) and Greece 
(13%).”

“A reduction in VAT would help 
domestic tourism to be competitive. 
Competitive pricing, along with the 
promotion of domestic tourism, will 
significantly boost the economy and 
also help reduce our carbon footprint.”



Thirsk Weekly News, Saturday, 27th June, 20205

Local Charities working Together
The last two Saturdays saw us 

organizing 60 afternoon teas from 
Morning Coffee, Afternoon Tea on 
Long Street, delivered to some of our 
Meals on wheels clients. All made 
possible by the generous donation 
from Easingwold District Lions to 
whom we are very grateful. We know 
the teas were greatly appreciated.

Photos show a tea plus the Lions 
who kindly delivered them. It's great 

when two local charities work together 
especially in times like these. Much 
appreciation to all involved and for 

Brian and his team for preparing the 
teas for us.

Di Watkins, Chief Officer EDCCA

Wanted !!
Antiques and Anything old
Why choose Summersgills 
60 years experience in Auctions

Commission is the one of the cheapest in 
Yorkshire at only 15%

We achieve the best prices as all our items 
are online

No hidden charges for selling
We make selling through Auction easy

Summersgills Auctioneers
01904 791131 - 01347 821379

 
 

Well here at the Easingwold Advertiser & 
Thirsk Weekly News, we have our very 
own little people who like to hide in the 
newspaper. They can be very tricky to find, 
as they are very small and they like to jump 
from page to page and get into all kinds of 
mischief!

Every week, either Tommy or Tracey will be 
hiding somewhere in the newspaper – if you 
can find one of them you could win a prize!

Just take a picture or cut them out, and 
send to us with your name, age, address and 
contact number and each week there will be 
one lucky winner.

Email to: claire@ghsmith.com or post to:  
The Advertiser Office, Market Place, Easingwold, York YO61 3AB

T&C apply: No cash alternative. Winner’s photo must appear in the 
newspaper, only one entry per person, per week.

Please note: Opinions expressed in letters published are not necessarily opinions held by 
the Editor or the Publishers of the Easingwold Advertiser & Weekly News and Thirsk Weekly 
News. The Publishers of the Easingwold Advertiser & Weekly News and Thirsk Weekly 
News hold no responsibility for the accuracy of any details contained within advertisements. 
To avoid mistakes please ensure ALL copy is clearly presented, preferably typed or neatly 
written. The deadline for contributed copy is 5pm on the Monday prior to publication.

New Appointment  
to the Main Board of 
the World of James 

Herriot Ltd
The board of Directors of the World 

of James Herriot Ltd is delighted to 
announce the appointment of Kathryn 
Pawlett onto their main board as part 
of ongoing success of the award-
winning attraction in Thirsk.

Managing Director Ian Ashton says:  
“Kathryn has been an employee of 
the World of James Herriot since 2000 
when it was operated by Hambleton 
District Council. For the past 8 years 
Kathryn has been the Centre Manager 
for the newly formed private limited 
company  operating the World of 
James Herriot Ltd since 2012. We are 
delighted to have Kathryn join us as 
a reward for her hard work, loyalty, 
and extensive knowledge, and we 
welcome her to the Board”. 

Since 2012 WoJH has been run 
by a team of Herriot enthusiasts 
with a vision to continually develop 
it to attract more visitors. Kathryn’s 

appointment is part of the strategic 
succession planning for the business. 
The Board includes the vet and 
author’s son and daughter and a small 
number of local businessmen and 
women.

“Every day I meet many interesting 
people from all over the world who all 
enjoy so much the interpretation and 

information about Alf Wight and his 
former home and surgery. It gives me 
a real buzz to be involved in running 
the Centre and I am delighted to be 
joining the board to help to steer its 
future strategy especially with the new 
“All Creatures Great and Small’ due on 
our TV screens on Channel 5 from this 
autumn.” added Kathryn.

We’re open for business from July 4th says MP
Thirsk and Malton MP, Kevin 

Hollinrake, has appealed to everyone 
to show their support to the tourism 
sector following a challenging three 
months. He has welcomed the 
re-opening pubs, bars and restaurants 
and a host of others across the 
constituency on the 4th July which he 
says will boost up to 900 businesses 
across Thirsk and Malton.

As part of a gradual easing of the 
lockdown, announced by the Prime 
Minister, pubs and restaurants will be 
able to reopen from 4th July providing 
they adhere to Covid Secure guidelines 
alongside some leisure facilities and 
tourist attractions which may also 
reopen if they can do so safely.

Mr Hollinrake said “4th July will be 
a great day and marks the moment 
when Yorkshire businesses can begin 
to bounce back. We have thousands 
of fantastic pubs, restaurants, B&Bs, 
hotels, campsites and self-catering 
units just waiting for the start gun. 
It has been a time of great anxiety 
for many in the tourism sector and I 
hope everyone will get out from next 
weekend and lend their support by 
spending money in their local. North 
Yorkshire is the best place for a holiday 
with its beautiful countryside and 
warm welcome so I really want people 
to make it their holiday destination 

this summer. It is vital for the regional 
economy and for jobs. Personally, I 
can’t wait for my first pint”.

The Government will be publishing 
detailed guidance to help tourist 
attractions and accommodation 
venues to re-open safely, such as 
by social distancing and cleaning 
protocols.  A new industry standard 
will also be introduced by Visit 
England, so that the public can easily 
see if the venue is carrying out the 
new rules.

While the infection rate continues 
to fall, the Prime Minister has been 
clear that the public must continue to 
follow social distancing guidelines to 
keep coronavirus under control. The 
Government will keep all measures 
under constant review.

Culture Secretary, Oliver Dowden 
said:  “This is a significant moment 
for the UK’s fantastic tourism and 
hospitality businesses and the bounce 
back can now begin on 4th July. 
Across the country people have been 
looking forward to taking a day trip, 
weekend break or staycation following 
their efforts in lockdown over the past 
three months. Britain deserves a break 
and I hope people get out, support 
tourism businesses and enjoy a break 
safely.”

Multi-Academy Trust To Provide Almost 500 
Students With Computers

Outwood Grange Academies 
Trust Sponsors Outwood Academy 
Easingwold.

A multi-academy trust, that sponsors 
a secondary school in Easingwold, has 
announced that it will provide almost 
500 students in the Trust with laptops 
thanks to a government scheme to 
help make remote learning accessible 
at home for students.

Outwood Grange Academies Trust 
will provide over 180 students in its 
Central region with laptops, as well as 
a number of students with 4G routers, 
to ensure they are able to continue 
their learning remotely.  

The Trust sponsors Outwood 
Academy Easingwold that sits within 
Outwood’s Central Region. 

The equipment was made available 
for children without access to a 
computer who receive support from 
a social worker, care leavers, and 
disadvantaged children in year 10 that 
are due to sit their GCSEs next year.

Lynn James, Executive Principal for 
the Outwood Central region, said: “We 
are thankful to the government for 
implementing this scheme and we 
are delighted to be able to offer this 
IT equipment to those students who 
need it most.

“At Outwood, we believe in putting 
students first and delivering this 
equipment to the students who need 
it most is an example of this. It 
is allowing them to continue their 
education with certainty, during what 
is a very uncertain time.”

The government scheme was 
introduced earlier this year to try 
and ensure children did not miss 
out on education due to not being 
able to take part in online school 

lessons from home. This is part of a 
wider push to make remote education 
accessible for all while schools remain 
under opening restrictions due to the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

Nationally, the Outwood Family 
will provide almost 500 students 
with laptops and over 200 with 4G 
routers to ensure they can continue 
their education by accessing online 
resources.

The Trust, which sponsors over thirty 
academies in the North of England, 
was one of the first to release its 
online home learning resources, 
which were made available to all and 
not just students and teachers within 
the Outwood Grange Academies Trust. 

Primary teachers within Outwood 
were also involved in the creation 
and delivery of English content for 
Oak National Academy, helping the 
national effort.

Housebuilder gives 
parents a sporting 

boost to keep children 
active

Parents in Easingwold are being 
offered an online ‘sports day at 
home’ pack thanks to a leading 
housebuilder’s partnership with Team 
GB.

With the current Covid-19 crisis still 
unfolding, many parents have had to 
get used to home schooling amid the 
uncertainty of when their children will 
return to school.

Now Persimmon Homes Yorkshire, 
thanks to its ongoing partnership 
with The British Olympic Association, 
is offering parents the chance to 
download special sports packs for free 
and start planning their own sports 
day at home.

World Championship silver medallist 
and Team GB Tokyo 2020 hopeful 
Laviai Nielsen (athletics) helped to 
launch the virtual sports day scheme.

The campaign also includes a social 
media competition asking people to 
take a picture or video of their home 
sports day and either comment on 
Facebook or upload to Instagram with 
the hashtag #PersimmonSportsDay to 
be in with a chance of winning a £250 
Amazon voucher.

Scott Waters, deputy managing 
director of Persimmon Homes 
Yorkshire, said: “We are all going 
through unprecedented times, and we 
hope that our sports day campaign will 
bring a smile to people’s faces and 
help households plan a day of fun and 
activity. These packs are designed to 
help inspire the sporting passion of the 
younger generation.”

The sports day packs support the 
British Olympic Foundation’s youth 
engagement programme, Get Set, 

created to inspire a generation of 
young people and celebrate the 
Olympic values of respect, excellence 
and friendship.

Last year, the housebuilder 
supported schools by sending out free 
Team GB sports day packs, to help 
give events a special Olympic and 
Team GB twist.

To download a virtual sports day 
pack, visit the Persimmon website. 
PICTURED: World Championship silver 
medallist and Team GB Tokyo 2020 
hopeful Laviai Nielsen.
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Got a 
story?
Let us know

Did 
you 

know...?

I’d like 
to say...

Tucker Talks 752 (digital)
Thirsk Falcons

The idea that good things can come 
from bad is reflected in the news that 
Thirsk Falcons now have a big steel 
container for their equipment store, 
after the destruction of their previous 
unit.

Independence Day
4 July is being flagged up by the 

government as a big day. All sorts of 
restrictions will end. We can go on 
holiday – in England; other nations in 
the UK have different rules still – and 
we can go into pubs and restaurants, 
although apparently we shall have to 
leave our name and contact details. 
I wonder what rules will apply to the 
security of that information. Churches 
which can now open for private prayer 
can move towards services with up to 
30 people, but no singing. Freedom, 
but with strings attached. 

For 12 weeks we have been highly 
restricted – and by and large we have 
been safe. Figures for infection and 
deaths from Covid-19 for Thirsk and 
Easingwold are not available, but I 
believe that in Hambleton district there 
have been 215 cases. 

These are political decisions, the 
letting-go, balancing the pressure 
from businesses against the risk of 
people catching a potentially fatal 

or life-shortening infection and 
“following the science” seems to me 
to be quite a good excuse for passing 
the buck. The buck stops not with 
the scientists but our leaders. It is all 
about risk. For that we must make our 
own decisions. 

It would be quite wrong to think that 
we are through the woods. Although 
life is returning to our town centres, 
the virus is still in circulation, and 
with the latest round of relaxations, 
allowing people into more and more 
indoor places, such as churches, art 
galleries and cinemas, there is the risk 
of picking up the infection. What we 
must not do is throw away the good 
work of 12 weeks of self-discipline 
and self-denial. Life is too good, our 
own and that of those we come into 
contact with. For me the key word is 
responsibility, for ourselves and those 
around us.

Back in print
One return to pre-Covid days is the 

decision to restart printing the Thirsk 
Weekly News beginning with the 

edition dated Saturday July 11, which 
the eager can buy on Friday July 10. 

Our future
Janet Anderson and David Tonge, 

the local coordinators for Thirsk 
Friends of the Earth are inviting us 
to think about the future and how we 
want it to be healthier, greener and 
more just as a society. 

The Friends of the Earth group 
has set up an online community 
survey for ideas on the environment, 
traffic, housing and any issue that 
contributors wish to raise The address 
is https://yrpri.org/community/1398. 
When there are enough contributions 
to the page, FoE will ensure that our 
MP, Kevin Hollinrake, hears about it in 
the hope that he will take those views 
into consideration when he represents 
us in Parliament. FoE also hopes that 
local councillors will contribute and 
respond.

If we want a better future we can 
say what we would like to see – or 
not see.

BP planning application
One issue that FoE cover is our use 

of fossil fuels. They believe that the 
time has come to stop building new 
petrol stations. BP takes a different 
view and has now submitted its 
planning application for a new petrol 
station on York Road. This would also 
include a Costa coffee shop and a 
McDonalds restaurant. It is positioned 
to catch passing traffic coming off 
the Thirsk bypass, and town centre 
cafes would be concerned that it will 
reduce the number of visitors to the 
centre. McDonalds is a very popular 
brand with families with children, but 
the company admits that litter from 
discarded packaging is a problem. 
I fear for places like Blakey Lane 
which already see rubbish tossed from 
passing cars. The BP site is also next 
to the permanent traveller community 
and I can imagine that the extra 
activity from the petrol station could 
be quite a nuisance. 

Comments in support or against can 
be made on the Hambleton District 
Council planning page, reference 
20/01136/FUL.

A story of Cod Beck
Earlier this year I met up with 

Jane Wilson a Thirsk-based student 
working on an art project focussed on 
Cod Beck, as part of her MA course 
in Creative Practice at Leeds Arts 
University. She set out to walk as 
much of the length of this tributary 
of the Swale as she could and talk to 
people about their connection with the 
river.  Jane is turning this research 
into a dissertation and into textile-
based art work. “I visualize the ideas,” 
she explained, “then experiment, with 
colours, shapes and ways to reflect 
the feelings.”

She managed to complete 20 walks 
before the lockdown and was then 
able to walk locally in Sowerby as part 
of daily exercise, either alone, with 
members of the local community or 
with local artists, in order to gather 
stories and memories of people’s 
interactions with the river. “I learnt 
that local people ice skated in the 
winter, paddled and swam in the 

summer along with fishing, walking 
for health, meditative walking and 
regular dog walking. I also met with 
local historians, visited the local 
archives and museum to build up a 
picture of how the river has been a 
central part of local life, for example 
harnessing its power for mills, and the 
negative effects of flooding.”

After each walk she noted down key 
words from those conversations  and 
wrote short poems about the ideas 
they had discussed. She then created 
small fabric sculptures to visualize 
these key words and concepts. These 
she has just photographed by the 
Cod Beck.

She added “I wish to express a 
huge appreciation to those people who 
responded to the original newspaper 
article and walked with me, helping 
me create my own story of Cod Beck.”

TUCKER

TALKS 
THIRSK

Thirsk Falcons new equipment store

Railways  
and other wheels

A bit more news of the railway 
front.  From July, timetables will 
fill out, but as said, seats will be 
limited by the need to distance. 
Transpennine Express has announced 
a major improvement programme 
(part funded through their directly 
elected mayor). In the old days, the 
more important the town or city, the 
more resplendent their railway station. 
The hope is that the trick might work 
in reverse, perhaps the £35 million 
plan will help to revitalize the area.  
More locally, TPE will be providing 
electric wheelchairs for passenger 
use at some of its stations, including 
Northallerton. They have also 
launched on line tours of some of the 
tourist attractions on its network that 
we can't get to (#TPEstayhomecation).  
I have had a soft spot for TPE since 
a trip to Liverpool, enlivened by a 
very enthusiastic train manager who 
broadcast an emergency message - 
"there is a party in coach A with a 
bottle of wine, and no corkscrew!" I 
was able to provide one, otherwise 
why would I mention it! 

There is also an interesting 
TV series on Channel Five - "The 
Railway 24/7" featuring TPE. If you 
feel nostalgic for trains crammed with 
drunken hyperactive football fans, or 
waiting for late or cancelled trains 
on rainswept windblown platforms, 
give it a whirl.  The series is half over, 
but you can get it on catch-up. The 
amount of work that goes into keeping 
a modern railway as it were on the 
lines is unbelievable, the platform and 
on-train scenes will be familiar (if 
fading memories in lockdown!) but 
the back office planning, reacting 
to emergencies caused by storms 
maintenance and cleaning is amazing.  
Much of the cleaning will have to be 
done more often to keep passengers 
and train crew safe.

The sound of horses’ hooves has 
been a regular feature in Sowerby, as 
a small village of traveller's caravans 
made a stopover at World's End. We 
passed as the farrier was working 
on the ponies, the vans were being 
lovingly polished and maintained, and 
kids were speeding up and down the 
road on skimpy little two wheeled 
carts - no worries about Health 
and Safety Here. The vans brought 
back memories of Mr Toad's Canary 
Yellow Cart, and Howard Spring's "Mr 
Finchley".

News that Tucker Talks has global 
reach - an e-mail from a Sowerby 
resident caught in lockdown in 
Adelaide, Australia, getting dewy eyed 
with nostalgia from my accounts of 
walks in the English spring.  Fame 
at last!

Chris Purser
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Reminiscing about Roses
Which is lovelier in a rose? Its 

coy beauty when budding, or its 
splendour when it blows? So wrote 
George Barlow in the 1880s and the 
same is still true today. The roses 
he was referring to then would have 
been the old shrub roses, many of 
which still survive now. The Bourbon 
roses have superb scent and flower 
almost perpetually, reaching about 1.5 
– 1.8 metres high, or six foot in old 
money. Or the Cabbage roses which 
have been popular for centuries with 
both gardeners and painters. They are 
richly scented and have a lax open 
growth. ‘Moss’ roses derive from these 
cabbage roses and first appeared early 
in the nineteenth century - they have 
a wine red or apple ‘moss’ covering 
their buds, ‘William Lobb’ (1855) for 
example.

China roses flower in June or earlier, 
then again well into autumn, with 
some, such as ‘Mutablis’ flowering 
until Christmas. Damask roses are so 
called because they are thought to be 
brought to Europe from Damascus by 
the Crusaders, and have richly scented 
nodding flowers, used for making 
Attar of Roses. ‘York and Lancaster’ 
is one which should appeal to us folk, 
first noted in 1551 and with semi 
double striped pink and white flowers, 

growing up to six foot.
Even older than the Damask roses, 

are the Gallica roses, reputed to have 
been grown in temple gardens by the 
Persians as long ago as 1200. One of 
my absolute favourites is ‘Charles de 

Mills’, which has creased petals with 
tones graduating from cerise crimson 
to deep wine purple. These flower 
just once, but what a show! ‘Tuscany 
Superb’ is another, often called ‘Old 
Velvet Rose’ and noted before 1848. 
Hybrid musk roses go back to the 
1920s and have a protracted flowering 
period, with semi-double flowers. I 
have often grown these as climbers: 
‘Buff Beauty’ is fabulous on a wall, and 
their dense growth makes them good 
for hedging - ‘Cornelia’, for example, 
which is coppery apricot and ‘Felicia’ 
which is salmon pink in bud, then 
clear silvery pink in flower.

Most people will associate rose 
hedging with Rosa Rugosa, which 
bears single flowers and excellent 
orange heps – perfect for making 
rose syrup in autumn. Another equally 
old rose with big orange heps is the 
Moyesii species of rose, which have 
arching branches, up to three metres 
high and elegant lacy foliage. Yet 
another, going back to the 1800s, 
is also a tall rose, worth growing 
for its silver-grey foliage alone.  It is 
Rosa glauca or rubrifolia and the grey 

foliage contrasts wonderfully with the 
single pink flowers and red brown 
heps in the autumn. Also old is the 
Burnet or Scotch rose which flowers 
white in May and works beautifully 
in country hedges. And finally, where 
would we be without the Eglantine 
Rose, our very own Sweet Briar (Rosa 
rubiginosa) which is a wild rose, found 
along many country walks. It has 
exquisite buds and small single pink 
flowers followed by scarlet heps. 

We are fortunate indeed to live in a 
temperate climate where we can grow 
these old roses, famed for their scent 
and beauty. To finish with another 
quote, by Shakespeare no less, ‘That 
which we call a rose, by any other 
name would smell as sweet’. 

GARDENING 

TALKS

Contact Rosie Allisstone
dreamgardens.org.uk

rosie@dreamgardens.org.uk
0781 3355489 - 01439 788146

ARMED FORCES CELEBRATED IN HAMBLETON 
Hambleton District Council has 

marked the start of National Armed 
Forces Day celebrations Monday 22 
June. 

Council Leader, Councillor Mark 
Robson and Chief Executive, Dr Justin 
Ives, raised the special flag at the Civic 
Centre in Northallerton.

It was a radical departure from the 
usual celebrations – the coronavirus 
pandemic meant that the veterans, 
civic dignitaries, RAF Leeming 
personnel, Northallerton Air and Army 
Cadets and councillors could not be 
present.

“Despite the pandemic we felt it 
is massively important that our 
Armed Forces past and present are 
celebrated,” said Council Chairman, 
Councillor Kevin Hardisty.   “We wanted 
to show our support and gratitude for 
the huge personal sacrifices they have 
made and continue to make for our 
country.” 

And Group Captain Blythe Crawford 
OBE, Station Commander, RAF 
Leeming, added: “We are terribly 
sad that the majority of events 

surrounding Armed Forces Day have 
been cancelled this year, especially 
since the focus is on Yorkshire.  We 
hope that we will be able to conduct a 
full event in Yorkshire next year.  In the 
meantime, I am grateful to Hambleton 
District Council for their determined 
efforts to ensure the day is marked 
as well as it can be in the current 

circumstances,  also for thinking of 
us at this difficult time, and hope that 
we can continue to support the local 
community in the ways that we have 
prior to and during, the current crisis.”

The council is paying tribute through 
its social media accounts this weekend 
when a short montage of today’s 
ceremony and a poem dedicated to 
the services read by Councillor Bridget 
Fortune will be posted.

York dementia researchers head back into lab in search for breakthroughs
Monday 22 June dementia 

researchers funded by Alzheimer’s 
Research UK are back in the lab at the 
University of York, while ensuring they 
comply with the strict government 
guidelines on social distancing.

While resourceful scientists funded 
by the UK’s leading dementia research 
charity were still undertaking some 
research in innovative ways wherever 
possible from home, including 
performing analysis of experiments 
and writing up findings, this return 
marks a change in pace with 
researchers physically allowed back 
in the lab to resume their pioneering 
work.

Almost one million people in the UK 
are living with dementia, and over 
half of us know someone affected. In 
Yorkshire alone, 60,000 people live 
with the condition.

People with dementia experience 
memory loss, confusion, personality 
changes and gradually lose the 
ability to manage daily life. Sadly, 
it has become clear that people 
with dementia are more at risk of 
experiencing severe effects of COVID-
19. Official figures now show that a 
quarter of people who have died with 
COVID-19 in England and Wales also 
had dementia.

The researchers in Dr Steve Quinn’s 
lab will work on a shift pattern over 
the next weeks, enabling research 
activities to return close to 100% 
capacity. This marks a return of hope 
for the researchers unable to access 
their experiments for almost three 
months.  

With only limited treatment options 
available for people who develop 
dementia, Dr Quinn’s work funded 
by the UK’s leading dementia 
research charity aims will use a 

state-of-the-art microscope to look 
at the interactions between proteins 
involved in Alzheimer’s disease, which 
will paint a clearer picture of how 
the disease progresses and provide 
crucial insights for the development of 
new treatments.

Speaking about the return to the lab, 
Dr Steven Quinn from the University of 
York, said:

“Just as research is vital in the 
fight against COVID-19, we know that 
research will help us to overcome 
dementia. We are determined to 
recover what we can from experiments 
that were interrupted at the start of 
lockdown, but our first experiments 
back hold promise for a new suite of 
experimental tools for detecting the 
earliest stages of Alzheimer’s disease.

“While this isn’t a full paced 
return, we will also look to start new 
experiments to complete our projects. 
We need to make sure we work safely 

to help avoid vital experimental work 
like this stalling again as COVID-19 is 
still out there and as hungry as ever.”

Dr Rosa Sancho, Head of Research 
at Alzheimer’s Research UK, said:

“Dementia affects 60,000 people in 
Yorkshire alone, and nearly one million 
people across the UK. Research 
carried out by dementia experts like 
Dr Quinn is the only answer to a world 
free of the fear, harm and heartbreak 
of the condition.

“Alzheimer’s Research UK estimates 
it could be facing a potential drop 
in income due to COVID-19 of up 
to 45%, and dementia research 
has been hit hard by the pandemic. 
While all researchers will still have 
challenges to face, this physical return 
to work gives them and everyone 
affected by dementia hope that we 
will see progress in dementia research 
continue.

Tax rises could be here 
sooner than expected - 
with inheritance tax the 

first up for grabs
Inheritance tax could be the first tax 

to rise as the Government looks to 
get money back into its coffers, say 
leading tax and advisory firm, Blick 
Rothenberg.

Robert Pullen, a partner at the firm 
said: The government were already 
turning their attention to inheritance 
tax, even before the Pandemic and it 
is now likely one of the taxes that the 
Chancellor will use to get money back 
into the Exchequer.”

He added: It is possible that 
the government could increase 
inheritance taxes across the board, or 
slash the allowances. Interestingly,  it  
was after WW2 when inheritance tax 
was eventually cranked up to 80%. 
Whilst such an increase now might be 

unlikely, it is likely that the  tax will be 
changed to generate more revenue.”

Robert said: “ Inheritance tax brings 
in around £5.5bn per year and, thanks 
to the fiscal drag of freezing the nil 
rate band - the 0% threshold for 
inheritance tax - at £325,000 since 
April 2009, this has resulted in an 
increase to the number of estates 
paying inheritance tax - up 67% since 
2009.”

He added: A consultation is currently 
ongoing looking at reforming the 
tax, and follows a report from 2019 
by the Office of Tax Simplification. 
Possible suggestions mooted in the 
consultation were around reducing 
some of the annual allowances, 
changing the qualifying criteria for 
businesses and agricultural assets 
to get relief, and removing the CGT 

base cost uplift on death in some 
situations. A more extreme report was 
published in February by the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group, which proposed 
a range of measures including 
introducing a lifetime tax of 10%.

Robert said: “ As the Government 
continues its unprecedented support 
for individuals and businesses, and  
reports indicate the budget deficit 
could soon be a whopping  15%, the 
highest since the end of WW2 it is 
looking at how borrowing will need to 
be repaid, inheritance tax is a prime 
candidate as it is outside the tax lock 
(for income tax, VAT and NIC).This is 
likely to be one of a number of tax 
increases as the UK begins to grapple 
with the task of repaying the huge 
debt pile created by the crisis.”

VALE OF YORK CCG PROACTIVELY SUPPORTING 
CARE HOMES TO PROTECT AGAINST COVID-19

NHS Vale of York Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) has 
successfully trained all of its care 
homes in best practice for Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) to help 
support staff and their residents 
against Covid-19.

In total, 76 Care Homes across the 
Vale of York have now received NHS 
England Infection Prevention Control 
(IPC) training either face to face or 
virtually, with the help of local partners 
including City of York Council and the 
Care Quality Commission.

The training means that all care 
homes have standardized training on 
how to follow the latest guidance 
on the use of PPE including how 
to safely put on and take off PPE 
equipment, hand washing procedures 
and covid testing. The care homes 
have provided feedback to the CCG 
which has been really positive.

Work is now also continuing with 
other independent care providers 
including home care and assisted 
living to ensure they receive the same 
training.



Thirsk Weekly News, Saturday, 27th June, 2020 8

Published Digitally by  
Easingwold Town Hall Company Ltd, 

Market Place, Easingwold, York 
Saturday, 27th June, 2020

What’s this?
This is the QR code for 
The Thirsk Weekly News. 
Scan the QR code and it 
will take you to The Thirsk 
Weekly News website.

Tel: 01347 821329 
Fax: 01347 822576

Email: 
sales@easingwoldadvertiser.com

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT

1347 821329
01347 822576

£12.00£12 00

in this space 
from as little as

Send them to The Easingwold Advertiser, 
Advertiser Office, Market Place, 
Easingwold, York YO61 3AB or Email them 
to: news@easingwoldadvertiser.com or 
news@thirskweeklynews.com

PHOTOGRAPHS
OF EASINGWOLD 
AND THIRSK
Have you any photographs from 
the last 50 years that might be of 
interest and bring back memories 
to readers in Easingwold and 
Thirsk areas?

Suitable captions and names of 
those pictured would be 
appreciated. 

These will be 
printed when 
space allows, 
and returned after publication.

You bend ’em… 
 …I’ll mend ’em!

Garry Langthorne
11a Carr Lane 

Sutton-on-the-Forest, York YO61 1EB

Tel: 01347 811113
Mobile: 07879 285549

CLM
ACCIDENT  
REPAIRS

MARK SHERRY 
ELECTRICAL
All aspects of 
electrical work 

undertaken
Local, friendly, 
reliable service

20 years experience
Telephone 07710 528200
 01904 470791

Mark The 
Mole Man
Moles, Rabbits, Squirrels  

Wasps, Cluster Flies 

and Pest Control

07801868425 

mark@markthemoleman.co.uk

TOP SOIL 
FOR SALE

Load sizes from  
1 ton to 10 tonnes  
& Prices Start at  

£25 per ton

M. Fairweather 
Groundworks 
07974 435353

Coronavirus
Pandemic

Please note that due to the Covid-19 virus our 
staff are working from home.

 You can still contact us during opening times 
9am – 1pm Mon. Tues. Thurs and Friday using 

the normal telephone numbers:  
01347 822875 or by email at:  

info@edcca.org.uk

We are co-ordinating volunteers to assist people 
in Easingwold and the surrounding villages who 

are self-isolating or in need of help with shopping 
and collecting prescriptions. Please let us know if 

you need help. 

Thank you

Day Centre and Woven Branches is currently 
closed and all minibus outings have been 

cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-
19 virus.

Meals on Wheels
Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic Easingwold 
District Community Care  Association has 

extended this service to 5 days a week  - Monday 
to Friday.

The meals service supplies a freshly cooked, 
nutritious, hot two course meal, delivered by 
a team of friendly volunteers. This service is 
currently offered in a number of local areas. 

Please contact Helen Beck on 07541 356046 or 
email: helen.beck@edcca.org.uk

The daily cost is £6.80 with free delivery. 
Payment will be by invoice.

Thirsk Clock and Thirsk 
Community Care  

(now known jointly as 
Thirsk Community Works) 

Thirsk 
Community 

Care &  
Thirsk Clock

For more information, 
 including volunteering 

opportunities, you can visit  
thirskcommunitycare.org.uk 

or thirskclock.com
Church Hall, St James 

Green, Thirsk, YO7 1AQ
Tel: 01845 524 494  E-mail: 

info@theclock.org
Thank you for your ongoing 

support.

Regency Dress 
Agency

New Temporary Opening Hours
Tuesday-Friday only
11: 00 am to 4:00 pm

We apologize for any 
inconvenience.

All enquiries: 01347-823721 
or Text: 07758-895915

MISCELLANEOUS

SMALLISH OLDER FRIENDLY DOG 
WANTED Good home guaranteed 
Eunice.birch@btinternet.com

OBITUARIES

ABBISS, STEPHEN
husband of Vicky, passed away on 
the 15th June 2020 age 64. Adored 
Dad to Lydia and Callum, Father in 
Law to John and Grandad to Harriet. 
Onwards to your next adventure! 

Property To Rent
A modern eco-friendly & well-presented two 

bedroom house situated off Long Street, Easingwold.  

The property has a large open plan kitchen 
and living space, WC, 1 double bedroom 

and 1 single bedroom.

Low running costs.  
Property available end of August. £635 PCM

Contact Helen 07971803756.

Thirsk and Sowerby Harriers
The club continued its virtual 

championship, this time aiming to 
replicate the Ripon 10 as near as 
possible. The course, cleverley 
devised by Duncan Fothergill and 
James Stephenson, with help from 
Rob and Christine Burn, was a figure 
of 8 route allowing for a water stop at 
the halfway point, along the Cleveland 
Way. The high point was at High 
Paradise Farm - where many people 
were availing themselves of the 
takeaways on offer.  (Not Harriers, 
sadly.) The multi-terrain course, with 
a long stretch on the road towards the 
finish, and an out and back half mile 
sting in the tail at the end, held the 
interest throughout. 74 Harriers and 
guests took part and the long-legged 
Tom Levi was once agin a comfortable 
first in 64.48, with an ever improving 
Matt Jones 2nd in 71.14 and another 
long legged runner, Josh Copper 3rd 
in 71.47. Esther Harrison was again 
first lady with a tenth fastest group 
time of 79.20, with Trudy Morrice 2nd, 
and 14th finisher, in 82.15 and Kirsty 
Naylor 3rd, and 19th finisher, in 84.50. 
The run could be done any time over 
Thursday to Sunday, and generally it 
was dry, but if you were unlucky, you 
could experience a quick and torrential 
downpour! The enthusiasm for this 
virtual championship is tremendous!

The previous weekend, Gary 
Wilkinson was involved in another 
virtual race, Endure 24, which 
is a 24 hour solo or team relay 

race over 5 mile trail loops, held 
annually over a weekend in June 
in Leeds and Reading. Gary enterd, 
and completed 25 miles, including 
2 laps starting at 4am on Sunday 
morning.  He is collecting sponsorship 
for NHS charities at  justgiving.com/
fundraising/endure24nhs He also 
completed his 10th solo park run 
from home, #notaparkrun on Saturday 
organized by Paul Chapman on strava.

Pictured: Ian and Marian Codling - 
this is what you look like when you've 
just run 10 miles, and are in need of 
a post-covid hairdo! Rob Burn after 
completing the virtual Ripon 10 at the 
weekend. Photos courtesy Christine 
Burn.

Easingwold
We go out for a walk each afternoon

Through the snickets  
and into the town

So narrow and piled up with weeds
On either sides and up and down

The paths are cracked and broken
And you try hard not to fall

And as you step from place to place
There's nowhere that is smooth at all

The market square is deadly
With cobbles by the score

Cars parked on every pavement 
Always more and more and more

New houses spring up every where
But never a crossing place

Only one in Long Street
Is there for you to face

We cannot drive - don't have car
So we cut through to Galtrees Hall

But the track we follow is full
Nettles growing 5 feet high

So cobbles nettles and parked cars

As we struggle to get by
So the traffic is quite full

And my poor old feet are tired
Trying to cope with these problems

Perhaps it's time that I expired
I've only a fraction left of my sight

To surmount these  
problems is hard for me

I do wish someone  
would get things put right
'Cos I coming up for 93.

B. Tildesley
So we cannot drive or use a bus

I ask you what's to become of us?

CLA publish guidelines for rural tourism operators
Following this week's government 

announcement on the further 
reopening of businesses from 4 July, 
the CLA has published guidance for 
rural tourism operators which will 
reopen on this date.

Businesses that are allowed to reopen 
include self-catering accommodation, 
B&Bs, hotels, caravan parks, camping 
and glamping sites, public houses and 
restaurants.

Accommodation should be self-
contained. However, shared facilities 
can be used as long as they are 
kept clean according to government 
guidance. The Prime Minister also 
announced that the social distancing 
rule to 1+m where 2m not possible 
from 4th July.

The CLA has produced a series of 
guidelines to help members prepare to 
reopen. The guidelines include:

• Operational procedures required of 
businesses under Covid-19.

• Guidance on how to complete 

a risk assessment together with a 
template.

• A series of easy to use checklists 
to ensure that businesses cover most 
eventualities.

• What businesses need to think 
about in communications with staff, 
visitors and the local community.

CLA Director North Dorothy Fairburn 
said: “The reopening of rural tourism 
businesses will give a much needed 
boost to our rural economy, and 
the CLA wants to ensure that such 
businesses are fully prepared to 
reopen.”

“The guidance focusses on 
practical measures that can be 
actioned to ensure the safety of both 
employees as well as visitors to 
such establishments. However, we 
encourage due vigilance by visitors 
to continue following government 
advice on social distancing, and to use 
common sense when out and about.”


